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I. Introduction

The study provides an overview of
o quantitative aspects,
o economic indicators,
o functions and
o legal framework
of the liberal professions in Europe using 
jurisprudential, economic, and social 
science methods.
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II. Economic and social
function

Characteristics of liberal professions
o self-employed entrepreneurs
o use of own capital 
o life-long occupation

The members of liberal professions 
provide essential services for the public. 
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Number of self-employed persons
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Quelle: Eigene Darstellung nach Angaben von Eurostat
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Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Sprechvorschläge
„Anzahl und Anteil der Selbständigen in freiberuflich geprägten Wirtschaftszweigen sind seit 2008 kontinuierlich gestiegen.“
„Rund jeder 6. Selbständige ist in einem freiberuflich geprägten Wirtschaftszweig tätig.“

Hintergrundinformation
Daten aus Beschäftigung und Arbeitslosigkeit (LFS/AKE - Erhebung über Arbeitskräfte)
Personen im Alter von 15 bis 64 Jahren
Bestand 4. Quartal des jeweiligen Jahres
EU-27
Freiberuflich geprägte Wirtschaftszweige = Erbringung von freiberuflichen, wissenschaftlichen und technischen Dienstleistungen und Gesundheits- und Sozialwesen.
Steigende Selbständigenzahlen können auch ein Krisenindikator sein, wenn keine passende Beschäftigung auf dem Arbeitsmarkt gefunden wird.



II. Economic and social
function

In 2010, almost one in six companies 
was active in the "provision of 
professional, scientific and technical 
services" sector. Of these, 96.5 percent 
were micro-enterprises with less than 
10 employees. 
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Gross-value-added generated by industries 
dominated by liberal professions 
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Quelle: Eigene Darstellung nach Angaben von Eurostat
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Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Sprechvorschläge:
„Die freiberuflich geprägten Wirtschaftszweige tragen mehr als 10. Euro zur Bruttowertschöpfung bei.“
„Der Rückgang der Wertschöpfung fiel in dem Krisenjahr 2009 in den freiberuflich geprägten Wirtschaftszeigen moderater aus als in der Summe über alle Wirtschaftszweige.“

Hintergrundinformationen
Daten aus VGR
EU-27
Freiberuflich geprägte WZ = Erbringung freiberuflicher, wissenschaftlicher und technischer Dienstleistungen (M69_75) und Gesundheitswesen (Q89)
Bruttowertschöpfung zu Basispreisen = Produktionswert zu Basispreisen abzüglich Vorleistungen zu Anschaffungspreisen. Der Basispreis ist der Betrag, den der Erzeuger vom Käufer für eine Einheit des Produkts erhält, abzüglich Abgaben auf das Produkt zuzüglich aller empfangenen Subventionen auf das Produkt. => genaue Definition nur bei Nachfrage nennen




II. Economic and social
function

More than a third of self-employed persons in 
the industries dominated by liberal pro-
fessions were between 50 and 64 years old.

 In certain countries, the proportion was even 
higher at approximately 50 percent. 

The share of services exports in the Gross 
Domestic Product of the EU-27 has increased 
from 8.9 percent in 2005 to 11.1 percent in 
2012.
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Gross operating surplus in industries 
dominated by liberal professions

Prof. Dr. Martin Henssler
24.06.2014

Folie: 9

9,4%

9,5%

9,6%

9,7%

9,8%

9,9%

10,0%

10,1%

10,2%

10,3%

190

200

210

220

230

240

250

2008 2009 2010

In
 b

ill
io

n 
 e

ur
os

University of Cologne
European Centre for Liberal Professions



III. The legal framework

Theses No. 1

All liberal professions examined here 
are predominantly subject to specific 
regulation in the Member States of the 
EU. 
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III. The legal framework

Theses No. 2

The density of regulation is strongly 
dependent on the particular 
profession.
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III. The legal framework

Theses No. 3

Liberal professions are subject to a 
specific form of professional 
administration, which regulates and 
monitors admission to the profession 
and professional practice. 
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III. The legal framework

Theses No. 3

Mostly, this administration is not 
exercised by a government authority, 
but carried out by professional 
chambers or professional 
associations.
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III. The legal framework

Models of professional administration

 Chambers
 Professional associations

o obligatory membership
o non obligatory membership

 Councils 
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III. The legal framework

Theses No. 4

A principle of self-administration in 
one form or another can be identified 
as a key characteristic of the liberal 
professions within the European 
Union.
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IV. The legal framework

Advertising rules for liberal professional 
services have been significantly deregulated.

 Liberal professionals are often required to 
show a certain degree of restraint with regard 
to advertising.

 In most cases, the fees for professional 
services are freely negotiated.
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III. The legal framework

The joint provision of liberal professional 
services by several members of the same 
profession is now not only commonplace, but 
necessary for many professions.

 Inter-professional collaboration
• majority or a qualified majority 

o of the shares
o of the voting rights
o of the positions in the administrative body or on the board 

of directors
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III. The legal framework

Theses No. 5

Elementary principles of professional 
ethics and professional duties can be 
found for many professions in the 
majority of Member States.

Prof. Dr. Martin Henssler
24.06.2014

Folie: 18

University of Cologne
European Centre for Liberal Professions



III. The legal framework

Theses No. 6

The majority of liberal professionals 
are bound to autonomously 
established internal regulation in the 
form of by-laws or deontology codes.
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IV. Summary

Various groups are currently calling for 
further "deregulation“.
Future studies are faced with the task of 

developing scientific methods allowing 
an analysis of the efficiency and 
effectiveness of a legal rule from all 
relevant viewpoints and placing these in 
relation to one another. 
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IV. Summary
Different legal models, resulting from different 

legal traditions, can certainly lead to similar 
overall results.

Member States should be offered the 
opportunity to take national characteristics 
into consideration and to continue to develop 
their respective regulatory systems 
autonomously. 
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